BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

12 March 2012 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)


J Cartwright


P Cousins


Cllr R Taylor


R Lindsay


N Tye


Cllr D Keane (BDC)


Cllr J Pembroke (SCC),




Paula Gladwell RFO  (Acting Clerk)

There were ten members of the public present 

C172/11/12
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed Members and the Public to the meeting and brought forward item 14b

C173/11/12 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr D Dempsey, Cllr D Drury, V J Allard and  PCSO Jamie Fudge 

C174/11/12
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council.

C175/11/12
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held 13 February 2012 were confirmed and signed as a correct record. Proposed Cllr Tye, Sec. Cllr Cousins, with all in favour.
C176/11/12
POLICE REPORT

The Chairman read the police report. There had been 3 crimes reported, 2 x Motor Theft and 1 x Criminal Damage with no suspects for any. The Motor theft had been of items from within the vehicle. It was suggested that an article be drafted for the Bugle to make people aware of the recent thefts. Cllr Tye will attend the next SNT Area meeting and enquire if this is a local issue or more widespread.
C177/11/12
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL



Cllr Pembroke’s report was deferred. 

C178/11/12
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL


Cllr Keane reported that work on the integration with Mid Suffolk continued.  The CEO had been appointed and the process to put in place a full management team was taking place.

 C179/11/12
Modernising the Structure of the Police force & getting more Constables MR JOHN GLEED

Mr Gleed gave an insight into the proposals he and his group had to merge Suffolk, Essex and Cambs police forces with the suggestion that this would save money. He confirmed that he was attending parish council meetings to raise awareness and gather support. He put forward a request that if the parish council agrees with his proposal and suggestions that Members write to the EADT to show their support.

Item 14b brought forward

C180/11/12
PROJECTS FOR S106 FUNDING
Following a brief background to Section 106 funding by the chairman a proposal was put to the parish council from a group of residents requesting the provision of a skate park at the Wattisham Road playground if funding was available.

Council agreed that this area should be developed and targeted towards the 11 – 16 yrs age group. It was confirmed that some work had already been done at the site but council were seeking input from the community regarding further facilities and would like to work with a group to develop this area.

Cllr Taylor suggested that the portable skate equipment provided by Babergh DC should be requested in an attempt to encourage people to get involved in the provision of a permanent facility.

It was agreed that Cllrs Lester, Cartwright and Taylor form a working group with the interested residents to take this project forward. It was suggested that a start be made by engaging the public to find out what is wanted and where the support was.
Item 10 brought forward

C181/11/12
CHAMBERLIN HALL ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND

It was brought to the council’s attention that a new committee was taking the adventure playground forward with enthusiastic input into a proposal to improve and regenerate the area. A request was made for a donation of £200 towards the provision of a new picnic bench. It was RESOLVED that a picnic bench be purchased and donated to the Adventure Playground. Proposed Cllr Guttridge, sec Cllr Taylor, with all in favour.

C182/11/12
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Cllr Pembroke reported that he was very proud the SCC have put in place a zero increase in council tax and had saved additional funds over and above the budget savings but there were still concerns that there would be future cuts by the government. 

There was a 3yr programme to improve broadband in Suffolk and Cllr Pembroke urged everyone to sign up to the campaign as the more support gathered the better the results.

Item 16b brought forward

C183/11/12
ROAD SAFETY – PUBLIC MEETING
A public meeting was proposed for mid May. It was agreed that an article be put in the Bugle as soon as SCC had agreed to a date that they could attend. Some detail of the proposals will be added to the website and the working group would meet again to firm up the arrangements.

C184/11/12
FINANCE 
a.
Grass Cutting Contract - The current contract for grass cutting had been tendered up to 2011/12 and confirmation was now needed of the rate for 2012/13. It was RESOLVED  to delegate responsibility to the chair and vice chair to negotiate an acceptable increase.

b. Fund reporting - It was AGREED that an extra column be added to the payments list to record the fund each payment comes from. Ideally the fund would be agreed at the time of approval of the expenditure and the payment list would act as confirmation and failsafe.

c. Accounts Software - It was agreed that if Cllrs had any problems with understanding the current reporting of the accounts to inform the RFO so that these could be addressed and the reports made more user friendly. If this did not resolve concerns then consideration of the purchase of software would be revisited. 

d.
Internal Audit - It was RESOLVED to appoint Salc to carry out the internal audit for 2011/12. The Terms of Engagement and Audit Plan were approved. 
e. 
To Approve Payments - The following payments were approved. Proposed Cllr Tye, Sec Cllr Cousins with all in favour.

	Payee/Service
	Cheque No.
	     £

	SCC Crossing Point Wattisham Road 

C168/11/12 
	101371
	 438.94

	Suffolk Acre Subscription
	101372
	   25.00

	Babergh DC Election Costs
	101373
	   88.77

	Clerk Salary & Exp Feb
	101374
	 248.96

	RFO Salary Feb
	101375
	   96.50


C185/11/12
CL74 MILL LANE

This area had previously been confirmed as Common Land with no parish council ownership. It was agreed to write to the resident concerned outlining this conclusion. It was agreed that if the residents concerned about the overhanging trees wished to take action to resolve this, the parish council had no objections but would advise them to bear in mind that conservation area consent might  be needed for any work to the trees.

Cllr Cousin suggested that some sort of enhancement be made to the whole of the Mill Lane  for the people who walk there suggesting that the parish council become custodians of the lane. The clerk was asked to investigate how this might be achieved.

Cllr Cousin was tasked with drafting a proposal for the area in consultation with the adjacent residents.

C186/11/12
CHAMBERLAIN HALL STORAGE

Cllr Guttridge reported that the specification for the storage provision was complete and it was AGREED to invite quotes for the work.

C187/11/12
HEDGEROW MAINTENANCE

A decision on the provision of routine maintenance was deferred

C188/11/12  MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
a.
Signage for King’s Pightle - Further discussion deferred. 

b.
Section 106 Funding – Addition discussion - Cllr Taylor put forward details of a project for Kings Pightle requesting parish council support for a project on the scale indicated. It was suggested that if Section 106 funding was not available then perhaps John Artiss (Public Amenity) fund could be used in order to leverage outside funding. It was RESOLVED to support the proposal.

c. Request for Funding - The Chamberlain Hall Committee put forward a request for the parish council to purchase and deliver a commercial dishwasher for the hall kitchen with installation to be carried out by the committee. It was RESOLVED  to purchase a dishwasher at a cost of £1,705 (Chamberlain Hall fund) Proposed Cllr Tye, sec Cllr Cartwright with all in favour.


d. Rotherham Road/Smock Meadow Footpath - It had been confirmed that there was no registered owner of the footpath. The developers had indicated their willingness to contribute half the funding. suggesting that they do take some responsibility. It was AGREED that a letter be sent to them outlining the safety responsibility and asking for the repairs to be carried out and paid for in full by themselves.

e.
Queens Diamond Jubilee - The working group reported that the plan was to hold a big lunch on Sunday date/? with mementoes for children, a beacon and fireworks. The RFO would contact the insurance company to ensure cover was sufficient. It was RESOLVED to budget £1000 towards this event. Proposed Cllr Cousins with all in favour.

C189/11/12
PLANNING MATTERS



The following applications were considered with decisions to be forwarded to Babergh DC

Planning appendix A

	Application Number:
	B/12/00192

	Location:
	Bildeston Health Centre, High Street

	Proposal:
	Felling of 1 no. Norway Spruce tree to ground level and felling of 1 no. Pine tree. 

	Decision:
	No Objection

	Application Number:
	B/12/00259

	Location:
	The Laurels, 18 High Street

	Proposal:
	Fell 1 no. Lawson Cypress tree and prune/top out 1 no. Silver Birch tree. 

	Decision:
	No Objection

	Application Number:
	B/12/00222

	Location:
	1 Duke Street

	Proposal:
	Listed Building Consent – Proposal internal alterations at first floor level, and alterations to existing ground floor bathroom.

	Decision:
	No Objection


The following decisions were noted.


Planning Appendix B 
Decided by Babergh District Council –

	Application Number:
	B/12/00042

	Location:
	Bildeston Health Centre, High Street

	Proposal:
	Crown lift 1 no. Beech tree (T5) up to 2.5m above ground level and reduce limb growing closest to lamp post by 1.5m. Crown reduce 1 no. Acacia tree (T10) by up to 25%. 

	Decision:
	GRANTED


C190/11/12
ROAD SAFETY 

a.
Community Speed watch (CSW) - Nothing new to report


b.
Dealt with at C183/11/12 

C191/11/12
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· The drain in the garages at Brooksfield is blocked and flooding.

· It was suggested hat the councillors pictures and profiles needed updating on the website.

· Streetlights 3 x low-level bollards on Paddocks Way are in need of replacement. Agreed to replace with one high level post. (Asset replacement fund) Quote £900 plus £600 installation. Cllr Taylor to arrange order.

The meeting closed at 10.pm

The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held on 16 April 2012

PAGE  
3

